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strictly uniform. Sometimes one name is given to a
local subdivision or office, and sometimes another, while
in a few points the method of government is substan-
tially different in the different provinces. These varia-
tions will be noted in passing, where they are of any
considerable importance.

The provincial government is closely connected with
that of the lesser local divisions : so closely,
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local dm- in fact, that before describing it one must
explain what the other divisions are. The
twelve provinces are divided into Regierungsbezirlce,
or government districts, of which there are thirty-five
in all. These again are subdivided into Kreise, or
circles, of which there are four hundred and sixty-
four, that is, on the average, thirty-nine in each prov-
ince. The total population of Prussia, exclusive of
Berlin, being about thirty millions, the average number
of inhabitants in a Kreis is about sixty-four thousand,
although, of course, the variations in this respect are
very great. Smaller than the Kreise, there are districts
for local police called AmtsbezirTce, and smallest of all
are the rural Gemeinde, or communes, which are in
many cases hardly more than villages. The cities have
a special municipal organization of their own.

In the province, the matters that form part of the

general administration of the state, and those

of the prov-   which have a purely local interest, are intrusted

to entirely distinct sets of officials.    This was

not the original intention, for the bill as introduced

contemplated only one board or council which should

deal with both classes of subjects; but the Conserve